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Eagle Point Hotels 


Eagle Point was cen- 
trally located to the smaller 
communities on the upper 
Rogue River and the eastern 
settlements of Butte Creek. A 
town in constant change and 
rapid growth, by 1895 it 
boasted of four hotels: Pioneer, 
The Eagle, Browns and Mrs. 
Thomas. Some of these hotels 
were more like rooming houses. 

In March, 1901, Alfred 
Howlett, and his wife, Sarah 
(called Ma) opened a boarding 
house on the south side of Little 
Butte Creek. Then in 1902, Art 
Poole sold the Eagle Hotel and 
feed stable to John and Nancy 
Watkins. John had previously 
operated a confectionery and 
lunch room in Eagle Point. 

As with most people who 
buy a business, John was de- 
termined to make it better. He 
put up a large ornamental sign 
and opened a pool hall and bil- 
liard parlor called Watkins Hall. 
In 1904, John took Al Yancy as 
a partner in the billiard busi- 
ness while John served as Jus- 
tice of the Peace. John kept the 
hotel four years, then in 1906, 
sold it to Elmer Scudder. 

Elmer Scudder, and his 
family, had barely settled in six 
months, when he got typhoid 
fever and died. Mrs. Scudder 
continued the business for a 
year, then sold it back to Mrs. 
Poole. 

In 1909, Mr. Thomas 
was the proprietor of the Eagle 
Hotel, livery and feed barn. He 
sold to G. W. Owings who re- 
modeled and made smaller 
rooms for individual lodging. 

May 1915, John Zimmer- 
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lee traded a tract of land in 
Siskiyou County California to 
Palmer for the hotel. John 
changed the name to Farmers 
Hotel. 

Down the main street, 
near the railroad, Jim Vogeli 
built a large hotel, dance hall 
and saloon in 1911. His sign 
read. “The Tavern”. By 1915 his 
hotel was doing so poorly, he 
closed the lodging part and con- 
tinued to operate the saloon. 
The hotel! burned in 1915 and 
Vogeli was allowed to operate 
his saloon from another location 
until his license expired. 


THE SUNNYSIDE HOTEL 


Probably the most suc- 
cessful hotel in Eagle Point was 
the Sunnyside, owing mostly to 
the gracious personality and 
hard work of Sarah, (Ma) 
Howlett. She became famous 
for her Sunday chicken dinners 
with everything made from 
scratch. 

Alfred and Sarah had 13 
children and lived at Derby, 
Oregon. In the summer of 
1881 diptheria struck the family. 
Five children died as a result of 
the disease. They were be- 
tween the ages of two and four- 
teen years. The cemetery 
records show the burials be- 
tween July 30 and August 14. 
Then the following year in 
September 1882 they lost an- 
other two year old child. (When 
interviewing Josie Holms_ in 
1990, she said she remembered 
when the children died and Ma 
Howlett just wringing her hands 


and pacing back and forth as 
there was nothing she could do. 
B.H.) 

The Howlett’s bought a 
small house on the banks of 
Little Butte Creek. It was such 
a beautiful change from the 
rocks and scrub brush of the 
Derby area, Ma Howlett loved 
it. She remarked, “right here is 
where I’m going to die.” 

The Howlett’s moved in 
and started up housekeeping. 
One evening a man went to 
supper at the Howletts’ and 
asked to spend the night. The 
next day, Ma fixed his break- 
fast, lunch and dinner and in- 
stead of leaving, he flatly told 
her he liked it there and was 
staying for good. When he told 
a friend about Ma’s hospitality 
and good cooking, that man 
moved in also. Then another 
man came and wanted regular 
meals. Ma told her husband, Al- 
fred, if she was going to cook, 
feed, and board people, she 
was going to charge them. 
From then on. she charged 25 
cents per meal. 

The Howlett’s ran their 
rooming house for several! 
years. Soon more and more 
people came to dinner and for 
lodging. In 1908 the original 
house was remodeled to a 
large two-story hotel. People 
from miles around came to the 
hotel for dinner. Ma Howlett 
raised a garden and had a bam 
yard full of chickens, cows and 
other animals. She made her 
own bread, butter, pies, jams 
and everything else. 

An item in the newspa- 
per on the 4th of July 1912 


Eagle Point Hotels 


showed the liveliness of the 
town and the Sunnyside. 
Howlett claimed that 225 
guests were fed at the hotel 
and that more than 2,000 peo- 
ple attended the amusemenis 
and festivities in Eagle Point. 
The hotel was a place of 
fun and enjoyment. They held 
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quilting parties, carpet-rag Ee a RS tt ae a ee 
tackings and taffy pullings. Af- ete a ieee ee Sa 
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folks would gather at the Sun- 
nyside and Ma fixed the re- 
freshments. 

In addition to the hotel 
the Howletts’ owned a barn, 20 
acres of land on the hill and 
nine lots adjoining the hotel. 

Alfred Howlett was a cir- 
cuit Methodist minister and was 
a writer for several local news- 
papers. He reported the news 
of Eagle point and surrounding 
areas. Alfred died in 1924 and 
Ma, and her daughter, Hattie 
continued to operate the hotel 
until her death in 1936. Hattie 
sold the hotel for $1,500 and 
moved to Portland to be near 
her sister. 

A wayside, just a little 
ways from the old Sunnyside, 
was named for this pioneer 
family by the Parks & Recre- 
ation Department. It is located 
at the junction of Highway 62 
and the old Highway 62 west of 
the Oasis. The Parks and 
Recreation gave the land to the 
City of Eagle Point in 1982. 


Top: Ma Howlett on right. Sunnyside 
barn & stable in background. 

Center, Agnes & Hattie Howlett. 
Bottom: Howlett’s Sunnyside Wayside 
located west of Eagle Point at the|_J 
junction of Highway 62 across the road 
from Nick Young’s Road, on the banks 


of Little Butte Creek Old Howlett’s Sunnyside _ 


Wayside 
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Top: Sarah “Ma” 
Howlett and Alfred 
Howlett. 

Bottom left the village 
of Eagle Point around 
1902. Sunnyside Hotel 
far right after first 
remodeling. 


Donation: Jim Robertson donated an “old Time” 
Montgomery Wards Airline Radio. The dials can be 
turned to police broadcast, airline, ship or amateur 
stations. Other buttons read, San Francisco, Hollywood, 
Portland, and ‘Pas N’ ras. 

Don Reynolds had seen the radio as Jim was 
trying to see it in our Gigantic Yard Sale. Don mentioned 
how nice it would be to have one. When | saw the radio | 
told Jim if he didn’t sell it would he consider donating it to 
the museum. He said “take it with you.” We are delighted 
to have this interesting item in our museum for everyone 
to enjoy. Thank you again Jim. 
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Our new sign is ready to go on the 
outside of the building. It is 6X 2/12’ 
plywood. The lettering is blue with a 
shadow. Below it will hang a metal 
sign with our summer hours on one 
side and-our winter hours on the 
other. All we have to do is turn the 
sign around every season. 


Going, going, gone. 

Our flag display is now returned to 
the Southern Oregon Historical 
Society. We had the display on 
exhibit for two months. The flag 
added the 34th star when Kansas 
was added to the Union. Also on loan 
was a small 2 1/2” X 4” silk flag. 
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Comments, E-Mail, Fax & 
Correspondence 

etter: 

“| sure enjoyed the May 1999 
True Historical Stories and | want to 
thank Barbara for all your help. | am 
wondering about the Lake Creek 
Historical Society. Do they have an 
address | can get. Also | wonder if 
there is any one out there if they know 
where in the Brownsboro Cemetery, 
Jeremiah Heckathom and children are 
buried. We went up there but could 
not find the graves. We would like to 
place a memorial stone there for 
them. Jerry Heckathor was my dad’s 
cousin. My second cousin. He is 
buried at Eagle Point Cemetery. We 
can't come down to see you as we are 
taking care of our mother who is 
almost 101 years, so we can't leave 
her alone and she can’t ride so long a 
trip. She is so frail. Also would like to 
know when my membership dues are 
due.” Thank you Evelyn Godleski, 
Riddle OR 
Dear Barbara “Thank you for the 
information and pamphlets that you 
sent. It was all very helpful & 
appreciated. Our group was thrilled 
with your museum. You had so many 
things and you had them so well 
displayed. We were very impressed 
with what you have and all that you 
have done. Thank the ladies who 
helped us while we were there. they 
were very gracious to us. Our best 
wishes for your continued success.” 
Sincerely Wayne Scott Klamath 
Historical Society. 


July 21, 1999: Dear Barbara “Thank 
you for all the wonderful and difficult 
work you have and continue to do to 
preserve our rich pioneer history. 
Everything is so neat, clean and 
displayed so beautifully. Don't 
hesitate to call me, or anyone, to 
participate in the preservation of our 
history by paying their membership 
fee.” Our love Mert and Erlene 
Thomson. 

July 9, 1999 “Greetings to Barbara 
Hegne, | have found an old snapshot 
of last day at Elk Creek Schoolhouse. 
We all went to Jacksonville to 
graduate from eighth grade with other 
people from other rural schools. The 
picture of the log cabin built on the 
homestead on the hill across from the 
schoolhouse and the building used for 
local social activities later. The cabin 
was beside above a steep rock hillside 
which we approached by paths at 
angles on a homemade road. There 
was a large sugar pine beside the 
cabin to the left when facing the creek 
and road. The cabin was a refuge for 
us during the depth of the depression, 
(later it was sold for logging). Alvin 
Converse and | were married in the 
cabin on Nov. 28, 1934 while he was 
working in the CCC. The cabin was 
built by Erwin N. Gray, neighbors 
helped him to take logs to be sawed 
for board etc. A rock from the area 
beneath the home fireplace when we 
found it had been taken down was put 
on my mother’s memory wall in Calif. 
She loved nice rocks. Thank you for 
your book. | read again this week. 
Sincerely Hattie Gray Converse. 
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Photos courtesy Hattie Gray 
Converse. Top: Elk Creek School 
1928...°8th grade had _ to 
graduate in Jacksonville in the 
court house.” Below: cabin talked 
about in the letter above. 


WELCOME OUR NEW BOARD MEMBERS 


Lynn Helgedalen and Rick Chamberlain. 
Lynn served on our board in 1991-1993 as 
treasurer- She is now the newly elected 
president of the board- 

Rick Chamberlain has been a historical 


society member for several years- He 
expressed an interest in serving on the 
board and was elected by the voting 


membership- - 
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— To Eagle Point HWY 62 


You are invited to our meetings 
the 2nd Monday of each month at 7 P.M., 
held at the museum on North Royal Ave. 
Refreshments are served courtesy of 
various members. Come join us in 
planning the historical future of the Eagle 
Point Historical Society and Meet new 
friends. 

The next two monthly meetings 
will be held at board members homes. On 
September 13 expect a fun time when the 
meeting will be at Skip Geear’s home at 
161 Rockingham Circle, Eagle Point. 
Skip and his wife, Charlette have a large 
museum of their own. Skip is a collector 
of Connie Francis memorabilia, car parts 
and everything else. Come to this 
interesting, relaxing fun-time meeting. 
See the map below for an easy route to 
Skip’s house. Please join us. For further 
questions call Barbara at the museum 
826-4166. 

Our October meeting is tentative 
scheduled at Amy & Ben Dawson’s home 
on East Antelope Road. Call the museum 
for details. 


Representing the Eagle Point Historical 
Society & Museum is (on (left) Virginia 
Cutler, (right) Inita Kaiser. Thanks to our 
hosts again this year, Martin and Lola 
Burke. 


Membership 

lf you would like to 
become a member or sponsor a 
membership, mail your check to 
Eagle Point Historical Museum, 
P. O. Box 201,Eagle Point, Ore. 
97524 
Lifetime $100 
Single $7.50 
Husband & wife $12.50 
Teens (0 to 13 yrs) $5.00 
Business $10.00 
You will help us support our local 
museum and preserve our 
history. 
You will receive our bi-monthly 
“newsletter. 


A big “Thank You” to Yard Sale 


Another successful Gigantic downtown yard sale hosted by the Bese cocci: ray BaweER 
Eagle Point Historical Society. It was bumper to bumper cars, ethic oon eens 
hundreds of buyers, and everyone took home a treasure. Fourty Be tin Ei Se Bisao) 
six spaces were sold, making the count six more than last year. ne B he + ects ios 
The crowds were bigger and not one complaint. The sellers all as Pevocee ine g 
made reservations for next year. and Ken beepe 


Comments: 
“This is a very interesting place.” 
“Bright, interesting, well kept!" 
Very well maintained, good museum.” 
“Wonderfully put together small 
museum” 
“So enjoyable.”-Joan Caster, Klamath 
Falls OR 
“Fantastic collection.” June Cunnin K. 
Falls 
“Lovely museum,. Helen Crao K. Falls 
Lloyd & Linda Hamess. “One of the 
nicest museums we have ever visited.” 
Michael N. Coy “Thank you for all your 
work & effort in preserving history of 
this area. I am Ethel Taylor's 
grandson.” 
“| was first in this building in 1938. It 
was then located in Agate Rd, off the 
Elks picnic Rd. How time does go!” 
“A facility that any community should 
be proud of.” 
“| love this place.” 
“Brought my niece from St. Louis to 
visit here.” 
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Arson Fire Destroys a bit of History 


Old building burns in Eagle 
Point. 
The wooden building at 
118 W. Main burned July 28. 
Some people remember it being 
used as a telephone office, post 


office and lumber company 
business. At the time of the fire it 
was a tax consultant's office. It is 
not known exactly when the 
building was built, but the street it 
faces was not built until 1910 


when the town changed its main 
street to meet the railroad. 
Several brick buildings were also 
built at that time. Checking the tax 
records at the Jackson Co. 
Archives, where the empty lots 
join the building there are no 
improvements listed. They were 
taxed for $10 for years. The lot 
where the building sat and the lot 
on the west side of it increased in 
value in 1930 from $20 to $200. 
This means something was built 


Photos by Barbara Hegne 


that year. Rick Thiel at the 
archives could find no 
improvements on the lot the 
building was that burned. He 
came to the conclusion the 
building may have been moved 
to that location. The building 
may have well been an old 
timer. 

We are saddened to see 
our history go up in flames and 
to learn the building was 
deliberately set on fire. Pg. #9 


The Brophy Family displaying their 
Pioneer family certificate. They were 
honored with this certificate at the Eagle 
Point Hlstorical Societys Pioneer 
Celebration Day. This event was 
originated by curator Barbara Hegne to 
honor the early settlers of the Little Butte 
Creek area. Pictured above left to right: 
John Brophy Jr., Betty Bradshaw 
Osbourne, Nancy Brophy Doty and 
Jack Brophy. The photos above on the 


wall are Thomas E. Nichols and Louis & 


We are saddened to report the death of one 
of our pioneer members, Jack Brophy. Jack was not 
only a pioneer member of the Eagle Point Historical 
Society, but he was a descendant of several early 
settlers including: John Nichols and Luzerne 
Bradley (both came to the Little Butte Creek area in 
1853). Jack was also a descendant of the Beeson 
family of Jacksonville fame. Jack worked as a logger 
at one time and also built and operated the “Pair O 
Dice Trailer Park” at Shady Cove, OR 

Jack had a real love for the Eagle Point 
Historical Museum and when | spoke to him two 
weeks before he passed away he said he wanted his 
old riding chaps to go to the museum. Last week his 
son, John, brought the chaps to the museum along 
with a small pair John used as a child when he used 
to ride with his father. In addition, the family donated 
a leather rifle scabbard. We are delighted to add 
them to our collection in honor of Jack Brophy. 

Jack Brophy was born right here in Eagle 
Point January 24, 1910 just at the time the small 
village of Eagle Point began to boom. His relatives 
on the Nichols side owned the brick building at 111- 
113 W. Main which is one of the few old historic 
buildings still standing in Eagle Point. Just up 
Brownsboro Road a couple of miles you will cross 
Nichols Branch, and Brophy Road, both named after 
this family. 


Bradley Nichols who owned the brick Fi 


building merchant store still standing at 
111-113 W. Main. 


Nichols Building 
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More Good News 

We just received word 
the grant proposal written by 
Barbara Hegne to the Ford 
Family Foundation has been 


approved. 
The grant of $6,495.00 
will be used for’ video 


equipment featuring audio and 
video insert ability. In addition, 
the unit offers “user friendly” 
features that will make 
producing historical videos 
easy for other staff to do. The 
grant money will be released to 
our society in September. 

This grant will allow us 
to continue’ our history 
preserving projects and we are 
very pleased we were chosen 
to be awarded the funding from 
the Family Ford Foundation. 

Ms. Hegne has also 
written to the Trust 
Management Services for a 
$1500 grant to place a 
‘historical marker near the 
bridge (on Ed Dahack’s land) 
that will explain why and how 
Eagle Point got its name. 

We received word that 
Mary and Dick Lanthrum, the 
liaisons from that organization 
will be here at the museum on 
September 1 to learn more 
about the proposal. We met 
Dick and Mary when they came 
to interview us for a grant 
request in 1997 (which we 
received). 

The Lanthrums interview 
people from organizations who 
apply for grants from Trust 
Mangament. What an 
interesting job to travel around 
in a camping trailer and talk to 


people to see if they qualify for © 


the money. Doesn’t it remind 
you a little of the old television 
show “The Millionaire’? 


What’s New 

Before Larry Vaughn 
left his position as president 
and treasurer, he made sure 
all loose ends were tied up 
and in order. Our office is one 
professional place. We have a 
FAX, Scanner, Color Copier 
and we are now on the 
Internet. Having access to 
modern equipment helps us 
do a more professional job. 


What is this “THING” lying in 
the museum yard? The “thing” 
is part of the railroad 
semaphore we traded Gold Hill 
Historical Society for in 


exchange for a mining cart 
and trunnel. Our plan is to 
place the semaphore and the 


signal lights in cement near 
the front of the museum. Then 
use them to let people know 
when we are open. Green light 
on, we are open. What a great 
addition and attraction for our 
historic district and museum 


Part of our Railroad Semaphore 


Thank You 


Lynn _ Helgedalen, 
owner of FreeStyle 
Graphics, (and our new 
president), for printing 


some professional yard sale 
signs for our annual event. 


The staff has almost 
completed cleaning and 
preserving the old 
Brownsboro Store ledger 

books. Each 

page was hand 

dusted and the 

covers coated 

with a special 

leather 
preserver from the archival 
supplier. The books date 
from 1874 to 1906. 

The 1874 ledger 
would have been used when 
the store was_ still at 
Brownsboro. They moved 
to Eagle Point in 1877. The 
value of these old books tell 
who the early settlers were 
and who lived and traded at 
the store. In addition, there 
is no 1890 census as the 
census records burned, so 
if a person was here after 
the 1880 census and left 
before the 1900, they can 
only be traced through 
ledgers, letters, tax records 
and other documents. We 
are fortunate to have these 
old books. 

The staff is compiling 
an master index of names 
so anyone looking for 
pioneer people can check 
these records. 
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Membership: 
Teens $5.00 
Single $7.50 
Husband & Wife $12.50 
Business $10 
Lifetime $100 


We are located in the Historic 
District of Eagle Point, Oregon, 
between the Old Antelope 


Covered Bridge and the Butte 
| Creek Mill on North Royal. 
ADMISSION FREE 


Eagle Point Historical Society 
P. O. Box 201 
Eagle Point, Oregon 97524 


mmer-Fall if 
Sun. Mon. Tues. Wed. 
Thurs & Fri. 12 Noon to 
4pm 
Saturday 10 AM to 4pm. 


Museum 826-4166 
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